
Palmer Boy’s 1957 Aljo 16’ vintage trailer ground-up 
restoration 

• Frame 
o New larger modern steel frame (2”X 3”)  
o New leaf springs 
o New electric brakes 
o New wheels and tires 
o Rear 2” receiver hitch tied into rear frame for motorcycle or bicycle rack 
o Four corner stabilizer leveling jacks 
o Original rebuilt front jack, coupler and metal wheel 
o Trailer frame is 16’ long and canned ham body is 13’ long and 7’ wide 

 
• Floor 

o New ¾” plywood 
o NOS period correct marmoleum flooring 

 
• Body 

o Increase width to 7’ from original 6’8” 
o New wood framed walls and roof  
o Two layers of 3/4” Styrofoam insolation 
o House wrap/ vapor barrier 
o Original windows fully restored 
o NOS interior hardware (handles) 
o Restore period correct lighting  
o Added side rear upper windows 

 
• Electric 

o Wired for shore power (110v system) 
 110v lighting system 
 110v outlets 

o Wired for 12v 
 12v LED lighting system 
 12v plug and USB outlets 

o Wired for 110/Inverter power  
 Inverter outlets (microwave and TV) 

o Hidden 12v refrigerator/freezer  
o Hidden microwave 

 
• Solar System 

o 200 watt Renogy solar system w/ two Battle Born 100-amp hour lithium batteries 
o 2000W inverter 

 



• Plumbing 
o Shore/City water 
o 14-gallon freshwater tank 

 
• Interior 

o General wood finishes dye and clear finish 
o Original restored sink/stove/ice box  
o All cabinetry and interior wood is new to match original specifications 
o Redesigned the Gaucho bed to allow for bathroom 
o Gaucho couch makes into full sized bed 

 Under Gaucho storage for spare tire and 12 volt frig/freezer 
o Pantry added 
o Due global shortages I’m unable to source a 12-volt vintage flattop Fantastic fan 
o Curtains done in period correct material (Thank you Judy Kim) 
o Interior Wilson Art period correct laminate with aluminum trimming  

 
• Exterior 

o Fully restore windows and eyebrows  
o 4” brake Hemet Valley polished aluminum siding 
o All new aluminum trim and molding  
o New entry and screen doors using original screen and entry door hinge 
o Restored aluminum awning rail 
o NOS Pathfinder marking lights 
o NOS entry grab handle 
o Used license plate light with original red glass running light 
o NOS glass taillights  
o NOS Bargman city water filler 
o NOS Bargman stamped door catch/latch 

 

 

 

 

 

Vintage Camper Trailers Boot Camp Restoration Learning Experience 

August – Hollister, CA 

www.vctbootcamp.com 


